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.  .  .  EOiTOtUAL 

MANY  times  as  I  have  sat  con- 
templating the  unnumbered 
facets  of  life,  I  have  tried  to  visual- 
ize the  type  of  person  I  would  be 
without  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 
The  mental  picture  I  paint  is  not 
attractive  and  occasionally  I  pause 
and  give  momentary  thanks  to  my 
Father  in  Heaven  and  to  the  mis- 
sionaries who  contacted  my  grand- 
father in  a  far  off  foreign  land. 

If  he  had  not  heard  and  ac- 
cepted the  gospel,  I  too  would  per- 
haps be  numbered  among  those 
souls  who  swirl  and  twist  and 
tumble  through  the  ocean  of  life, 
never  finding  haven  in  deep  fertile 
soil  or  never  knowing  the  purpose 
or  reason  of  existence. 

If  it  had  not  been  for  two  mis- 
sionaries, untutored  in  the  way  of 
life  but  with  faith  burning  like 
the  fire  and  brilliance  of  a  superbly 
cut  emerald  .  .  .  had  they  not  per- 
severed through  the  black  cloud  of 
smoke     eminating      from      grand- 


father's well  seasoned  pipe,  I  would 
not  be  here  today  sharing  the 
gospel  with  the  people  of  this 
land. 

And  so,  one  tiny  seed  sown  in 
the  shade  of  the  Swiss  Alps  spread 
to  America,  on  to  Canada,  and 
now  to  the  land  of  South  Africa. 
This  tiny  seed  changed  the  course 
of  many  lives  and  brought  about 
my  heritage  that  makes  me  of  the 
household  of  God. 


I  think  it  would  be  impossible 
for  a  missionary  to  really  know 
the  result  of  his  harvest  from 
setKis  sown  in  the  hearts  of  men. 
There  can  be  no  end,  for  man  is 
eternal  as  is  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

We  have  approximately  2,500 
missionaries  in  this  mission,  and 
one  of  them  is  YOU.  Your 
thoughts,  your  actions,  words  and 
deeds  should  be  eminating  the 
true  gospel  light  to  all  with  whom 
you  come  in  contact.  Example  is 
our  greatest  missionary  and  you 
are  the  example  to  those  in  the 
particular  sphere  in  which  you 
move  daily. 

I  pray  we  all  may  come  to  the 
full  realization  of  the  responsi- 
bility and  the  sacredness  of  mem- 
bership in  this  glorious  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ. 


May,  1958.       CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER 


86 


A   MISSIONARY   i  III  III  I! 

By   PRESIDENT  GLEN  J.  FISHER 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  is  a  missionary 
church.     It  was  from  the  beginning  and  it  will  continue  to  be  so. 

Today  we  count  our  missionaries  by  the  thousands  but  in  the  early 
days  of  the  church,  the  numbers  were  not  so  great.  For  instance  in  the 
year  the  church  was  organized,  1830,  a  total  of  sixteen  missionaries  were 
called.  During  the  life  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  only  four  years  saw 
a  total  of  more  than  a  hundred  missionaries.  In  the  year  1844,  at  the 
time  of  the  martyrdom  of  the  Prophet,  there  were  586  missionaries. 

Brigham  Young  saw  ten  years  with  more  than  one  hundred  mis- 
sionaries, and  the  maximum  number  in  those  years  barely  reached  the 
two  hundred  mark.  However,  since  that  time  there  has  been  a  steady 
increase  and  except  for  the  war  years,  more  and  more  missionaries  have 
been  called  into  service. 

Today  our  numbers  have  swelled  to  an  all  time  high  of  5.387  foreign 
and  11.130  stake  missionaries.  In  1957  convert  baptisms  exceeded  30.000 
or  in  terms  of  an  organization,  six  new  stakes  of  Zion. 

It  is  perhaps  difficult  to  determine  the  growth  of  the  future  but 
someone  has  estimated  that  if  we  keep  up  our  percentage  of  gain  made 
the  past  four  years,  we  shall  have  brought  into  the  church  in  five  years, 
a  new  community  with  population  equal  to  that  of  the  Salt  Lake  Valley. 

What  great  prospects  for  the  future  .  .  .  what  a  glorious  church  thus 
is  and  how  thankful  we  should  be  for  the  opportunity  of  being  a  part  of 
this  great  caravan  of  missionaries. 

Contemplation  of  these  things  should  give  us  all  great  incentive  to 
achieve  and  do  the  tasks  assigned  to  us,  honourably  and  well. 

Yes,  this  is  a  missionary  church,  and  who  are  the  missionaries?  You 
and  I  and  every  member.  A  life  well  lived  ...  a  silent  sermon  sometimes 
is  far  more  effective  than  much  preaching. 

The  following  passage  seems  to  lend  meaning  and  importance  to  this 
phase  of  church  activity  .  .  .  "And  if  it  so  be  that  you  should  labour  all 
your  days  in  crying  repentance  unto  this  people,  and  bring,  save  it  be  one 
soul  unto  me,  how  great  shall  be  your  joy  with  him  in  the  Kingdom  of 
My  Father". 

I  would  that  all  of  us  might  reap  the  reward  portrayed  in  this 
wonderful  promise. 


PROGRESS  IN  THE   S.A.   MISSION 

1956  1957 

Average  cost  per  month  per  missionary 56.12  50.65 

Average  hours  worked  per  missionary  per  month   .  .     296.61  309.12 

Average   basic    hours   per   missionary    per   month    . .     156.09  167.75 

Average  number  of  cottage  meetings  per  month     .  .       64.63  72.86 

Number  of  converts 127  113 

Distribution  copies  of  the  Book  of  Mormon 1760  3800 
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From  the 
PRESIDENT'S  DESK 


RECENTLY  there  appeared  in 
a  mission  periodical  the  fol- 
lowing article.  It  was  written  by 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  S.  Beckwith,  wife 
of  the  Reverend  Kenneth  D.  Beck- 
with, who  serves  the  Massachusetts 
Conference  and  Missionary  Society 
of  the  Congregational  Church  in 
Western  Massachusetts,  United 
States  of  America. 

Mrs.  Beckwith,  in  a  very  friendly 
and  heart  warming  article  gives 
her  appraisal  of  the  Mormon  Mis- 
sionary. We  believe  the  words  of 
Mrs.  Beckwith  carry  a  definite  mes- 
sage and  also  a  challenge  to  all 
L.D.S.  missionaries  wherever  they 
are. 

THE    MISSIONARIES 
By  Elizabeth  S.  Beckwith 

They  have  come  to  our  home  at 
all  sorts  of  times,  by  day  and  by 
night,  in  winter,  spring  and  sum- 
mer. With  each  one  of  them  our 
reaction  is  the  same — an  instant 
sense  of  relationship  and  welcome 
— an  eagerness  to  have  them  stay, 
a  reluctance  to  let  them  go.  We 
do  not  stop  at  the  little  word, 
"like" — it  is  not  even  the  doorstep 
on  the  threshold  of  our  love.  In- 
stead, these  missionaries  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints  step  instantly  into  the 
warmth  of  our  affection.  Never 
had  I  fully  known  before  what  it 
means  to  be  a  child  in  the  family 
of  God.  Christian  fellowship  I 
have  known,  but  these  missionaries 
are  our  brothers  in  the  most  true 
and  comforting  and  strong  sense 
of  the  word.  Our  hearts  open  be- 
fore them,  and  our  love  bids  them 
stay. 

Some  who  come  are  bright  and 
beautiful,  with  the  morning  of 
their  day  upon  them.  Nurtured  in 
the  faith,  with  a  knowledge  from 
infancy  of  the  gospel,  they  can  and 
do  expound  it  in  a  way  that 
catches  and  grips  the  attention  of 
one's   mind.     They   have   sureness 


of  speech  that  is  born  of  know- 
ledge and  experience  and  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  One  is  impressed 
with  the  wholeheartedness  of  the 
Christian  living  that  is  behind 
them.  Theirs  is  the  spiritual  heri- 
tage of  a  great  and  courageous 
people,  brave  enough  to  endure 
suffering  and  persecution,  faithful 
enough  to  follow  through  years  of 
trial  a  modern  revelation  from 
Almighty  God.  Like  precious 
jewels  to  be  handled  reverently  are 
the  stories  they  tell  of  their  own 
homes.  One  can  almost  see  the 
sunlight  glinting  through  the  trees 
when  one  is  told  of  the  baptism 
by  his  father  of  an  eager  little  boy 
of  eight.  One  senses  the  gravity — 
feels  the  purposefulness  it  has 
given  to  life — when  one  is  told 
what  a  patriarchal  blessing  to  an 
older  boy  contained.  There  is 
richness  and  joy.  a  simplicity  and 
sweetness  and  strength.  In  the 
background  of  these  boys  are 
the  best  of  Latter-day  Saint  homes. 
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that  is  very  apparent.  Their 
fathers  and  mothers  have  built 
worthily  upon  the  traditions  of 
the  past,  lived  actively  and  truly 
to  the  precepts  of  their  faith, 
and  they  who  have  given  the  best 
gifts  of  life  to  their  children  must 
feel  rich  indeed  in  these,  their 
sons  and  daughters. 

Others  who  came  are  hesitant 
and  shy.  They  have  an  inner 
testimony  but  not  the  words  or 
the  self-confidence  to  express  it. 
One  senses  the  struggle  that  is 
going  on  —  a  struggle  that  will 
finally  result  in  a  testimony  being 
borne  that  is  convincing  because 
it  is  achieved  through  study, 
prayer,  humility  and  a  much 
greater  dependence  upon  the  Holy 
Spirit  than  they  had  in  the  be- 
ginning. We  become  aware  that 
someone  else  is  in  the  throes 
of  growth  (  our  impulse  may  be  to 
reach  out  and  help.  We  must  then 
remember  how  delicate  and  lovely 
a  thing  is,  anything  that  flowers). 
Years  ago  I  had  given  to  me  a 
little  plot  of  land  in  which  some 
scillas  grew.  The  beautiful  little 
blue  flowers  enraptured  my  heart. 
One  spring  they  were  slow  in 
coming  up,  so  finally  I  dug  up  the 
earth  around  them  to  see  why  they 
did  not  grow  —  and  they  never 
bloomed  again.  As  the  little  bulbs 
could  not  stand  being  disturbed; 
as  a  leaf  must  unfold  by  itself  and 
would  be  sadly  bruised  by  human 
fingers,  so  also  would  the  sensitive 
developing  spirit  of  another  be 
mutilated  by  our  well-intentioned 
but  misguided  efforts.  Our  love 
can  go  forth  to  warm,  our  faith  to 
inspire,  and  our  prayers  to  encircle 
and  make  safe  and  sure  this  grow- 
ing time. 

Last  of  all  come  the  missionaries 
— and  few  of  them  there  be — whose 
testimonies  are  mute.  One  won- 
ders if  the  germ  of  potentiality  is 
even  there.  They  have  come  out 
because  they  have  been  persauded 
to  do  so  by  another.  Upon  first 
thought,  this  does  not  seem  in 
accord  with  right  missionary  prac- 
tice. Yet  if  there  be  even  a  glim- 
mering of  light  in  the  human 
soul,  that  light  can  grow,  pos- 
sibly until  it  becomes  a  light  of 
overwhelming     brilliance.        If     a 


potential  missionary  has  love 
enough  for  another  to  want  to  do 
what  that  individual  desires,  and 
at  the  cost  of  two  years  of  his  life, 
then  in  that  love  is  a  beginning. 
For  love  is  of  God;  like  a  seed 
within  the  heart  love  grows, 
watered  by  human  need,  nour- 
ished by  study  and  prayer. 
Eventually  love  that  started  on  a 


human  basis  becomes  divine  and 
inclusive.  One  sees  missionaries 
"come  alive"  as  the  mystery  and 
marvel  of  the  gospel  dawns  upon 
them.  They  become  motivated, 
energized,  transformed.  They  be- 
come able  to  do  and  to  endure 
that  which  would  have  been  im- 
possible had  not  an  inner  trans- 
formation taken  place.  Growth 
comes  to  these  missionaries  in 
hard  and  proving  ways.  Some  may 
suffer  from  the  rudeness,  the  bit- 
terness, the  lack  of  comprehen- 
sion on  the  part  of  those  they  meet 
concerning  the  reasons  why  they 
are  either  Latter-day  Saints  or  on 
a  mission,  but  I  am  convinced 
that  greater  pain  comes  from  more 
insidious  foes. 

Most  missionaries  seem  to  come 
from  families  that  have  an  un- 
usually closely  knit  relationship. 
Separation  from  such  a  home, 
where  sheltering  love  has  encom- 
passed them  from  birth,  is  not 
easy.  Neither  is  the  absence  of 
the  expression  of  close  human 
affection  to  which  they  have  been 
accustomed.     It  is  all  part  of  the 
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security  and  happiness,  along  with 
music  and  books  and  dates  and 
sports,  that  they  have  loft,  behind 
thorn.  At  times  the  tug  of  every- 
thing represented  by  the  word 
"home"  is  not  easy  to  withstand. 
Then,  too,  there  is  a  new  discipline 
and  a  new  arduousness  to  life. 
There  is  constant  study,  all  along 
the  line.  They  learn  finally,  what 
we  all  must  learn — that  there  are 
many  things  that  cannot  be 
evaluated  in  definite  terms,  and 
that  this  is  especially  true  in  the 
matter  of  Christian  influence; 
that  where  one  sows  another  reaps 
is  just  as  much  a  fact  today  as  in 
the  days  of  Paul.  With  some 
people  God  seems  to  work  slowly — 
with  others  it  is  as  if  an  instant 
veil  seems  to  come  between  them 
and  the  truth  of  God.  With  others, 
it  is  as  if  a  heavy  curtain  hung 
before  their  faces,  making  them 
wish  they  could  take  it  in  their 
hands  and  rend  it  asunder. 

We  realize  that  against  a  back- 
ground of  eternity  our  span  of  life 
here  is  exceedingly  short.  That 
fact  on  the  one  hand  makes  for 
tremendous      urgency  —     on    the 


oilier,  for  great  patience.  Boms* 
where  between  the  balance  must 
be  maintained.  If  God  directs 
and  guides  us  in  all  our  ways,  it 
will  be.  What  a  powerful  sense  of 
steadiness  is  given  to  us  in  the 
knowledge  that  we  have  eternity 
both  behind  and  before  us  — 
that  we  are  in  the  midst  of  a  great, 
sweeping    portion    of   time. 

This,  then,  is  a  glimpse,  almost  a 
composite  picture,  as  it  were,  of 
the  missionaries  of  this  great  and 
living  Church.  More  gaiety,  more 
charm  should  have  played 
through  the  sentences  I  have  writ- 
ten. Against  the  beauty  of  the 
sky  at  sunset  one  often  sees  flashes 
of  lightning  or  touches  of  soft  and 
tender  colour.  So  it  is  with  these 
missionaries.  In  them  is  sun- 
shine of  joy  and  the  shadows  of 
suffering,  and  the  qualities  of 
humility  and  utter  sureness  of 
faith,  of  gentleness  and  a  strength 
that  is  powerful,  are  intermingled. 

Along  with  a  passion  for  the 
Lord  their  God  they  have  com- 
passionate love  for  all  His  children. 
Our  hearts  are  grateful  for  these 
our  brothers  in  Christ. 


QUESTION: 

In  the  eighteenth  chapter  of  Genesis  we  read  where,  three  men 
stood  by  Abraham  and  when  he  saw  them,  he  ran  from  the  tent  door 
to  meet  them,  and  bowed  himself  toward  the  ground.  And  said,  My  Lord, 
if  now  I  have  found  favour  in  thy  sight,  pass  not  away,  I  pray  thee,  from 
thy  servant.    Abraham  and  Sarah  prepared  food  and  they  did  eat. 

Who  were  these  three  men  and  who  did  Abraham  call  Lord  in  verse 
three?  Are  we  justified  in  believing  that  the  Lord  ate  food  on  this 
occasion? 

We  Answer  You 

ANSWER: 

We  are  not  justified  in  believing  that  the  Lord  with  other  Heavenly 
messengers  or  persons  came  down,  dusty  and  weary  and  ate  with 
Abraham.  Joseph  Fielding  Smith,  in  commenting  on  this  very  question, 
declared  emphatically:  "The  first  verse  of  the  eighteenth  chapter  should 
read  as  follows,  'And  the  Lord  appeared  unto  him  in  the  plains  of 
Mamre.'  That  is  a  complete  thought.  The  second  part  of  this  para- 
graph has  nothing  to  do  with  the  Lord's  appearing  to  Abraham  and 

Turn  to  page  107 
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Our  Mission  Family 


Sister  Holly  Fisher,  Dianne,  President  G.  G.  Fisher  and  Gary. 


I  bespeak  the  sentiments  of  our 
entire  family  when  I  say  that  this 
past  year  and  a  half  have  been  a 
glorious  experience  for  all  of  us, 
and  we  believe  our  three  lovely 
daughters,  and  their  families  over- 
seas, also  join  us  in  these  senti- 
ments. 

In  deep  humility  we  acknowledge 
the  blessings  of  the  Lord  in  our 
behalf.  This  beautiful  land  and 
the  wonderful  friends  we  have 
made  is  a  great  source  of  joy  to 
us.  We  never  cease  to  marvel  at 
the  warmth  of  the  sun,  the  beauty 
of  the  flowers  and  the  abundance 


of  good  things  we  see  on  every 
hand. 

We  are  grateful  for  our  mission 
and  particularly  for  the  lovely 
associations  we  have  with  our  mis- 
sionaries. We  are  very  proud  of 
the  young  men  and  women  from 
our  native  land  of  Canada  and  also 
the  corp  of  local  missionaries  who 
have  responded  so  willingly  to  a 
call  of  duty. 

We  have  great  hopes  for  the 
future  and  would  ask  each  and 
every  one:  branch  officers,  mem- 
bers and  missionaries,  to  fill  the 
months  ahead  with  joyous  and 
worthwhile  service. 
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^lOMEWHERE  between  the  whirl 
O  of  teen-age  activity  and  the 
confinement  to  cane  and  rocking 
chair,  we  find  a  strange  creature 
called  a  missionary.  Missionaries 
come  in  two  varieties  —  Elders  and 
LM's.  They  come  in  assorted  sizes, 
weights  and  colours  —  green  being 
the  most  common  among  the  new 
ones. 

Missionaries  are  found  every- 
where —  hurrying  to,  climbing  up, 
knocking  on,  walking  through, 
preaching  to  and  getting  thrown 
out  of.  Converts  love  them, 
young  girls  worship  them,  dogs 
hate  them,  the  law  tolerates  them, 
most  people  ignore  them  and 
heaven  protects  them. 


age  of  a  lion  tamer.  It  likes  letters 
from  home,  invitations  to  Sunday 
dinner,  conferences,  cheques,  testi- 
mony meetings,  companions,  bap- 
tismals  and  visits  from  the  Mis- 
sion President.  It  isn't  much  for 
tracting  in  the  rain,  women  who 
slam  the  doors,  hats,  apartment 
houses,  transfers,  shaking  hands  at 
arms  length,  alarm  clocks  or  "Dear 
Johns". 

No  one  else  is  so  early  to  rise  or 
so  tired  at  10.30  p.m.  No  one  else 
can  knock  so  loudly  with  such  a 
shaky  hand.  No  one  else  can  get 
such  a  thrill  at  the  end  of  a  dis- 
couraging day  from  the  words. 
"Do  come  in,  I've  been  waiting  for 
you  to  call". 
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A  missionary  is  truth  with  a 
pocket  full  of  tracts;  wisdom  with 
a  scant  knowledge  of  the  God- 
head lesson,  plus  a  good  senior 
companion  and  faith,  with  five 
shillings  in  his  pocket  and  two 
weeks  until  Dad's  next  cheque. 

A  missionary  is  a  composite  — 
it  has  the  appetite  of  a  horse,  the 
enthusiasm  of  a  fire  cracker,  the 
patience  of  Job,  the  persistance  of 
a  Fuller  Brush  man,  and  the  cour- 


Yes,  a  missionary  is  a -strange 
character.  It  can  get  homesick 
and  temporarily  lost  in  the  human 
race  but  a  strange  lump  rises  in  its 
throat  the  day  it  receives  its  letter 
of  release;  and  on  its  arrival  home, 
its  home-coming  speech  will  pro- 
bably contain  the  phrase  it  once 
considered  so  trite  .  .  .  "The  time 
I  spent  in  the  mission  field  was 
the  happiest  time  of  my  life." 
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Ill  I!  CANADIAN  MISSIONARIES 


The  South  African  Mission,  we 
believe,  is  unique  among  the  other 
missions  of  the  church,  due  to  the 
fact  that  all  our  missionaries, 
other  than  ten  who  have  been 
called  locally,  are  Canadians.  We 
have  a  total  of  76  missionaries  in 
the  field;  66  are  Canadians,  52  of 
whom  lived  within  a  radius  of  a 
hundred  miles  of  each  other  in 
Southern  Alberta. 

Yes,  most  of  us  know  each  other 
well  and  this  naturally  poses  a 
few  different  problems;   the  most 


common  one  is  to  learn  the  first 
few  months  after  arrival,  to  can 
your  life-long  friends  Elder  and 
Sister. 

We  as  Canadians  are  grateful 
for  this  rare  opportunity  that  has 
been  afforded  us.  A  lovely  and 
binding  form  of  friendship  and 
companionship  is  the  result  and 
we  are  all  looking  forward  to  car- 
rying on  these  beautiful  associa- 
tions when  we  return  to  our  native 
land. 


Merlin    DeLynn    Caldwell,    Cardston. 
Alberta,   Second    Counsellor. 


Leo   DeMonte   Anderson,    Cardston, 
Alberta. 


Larry  Kent  Anderson,  Taber,  Alberta. 


Rex    lliinl    Anderson,   Barnwell, 
■^-•alberta. 
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<;ien  G    Brfuss.  Hil's  >ring,  Alberta. 


William  Ray  Bennett,  Spring  Coullee, 
Alberta. 


Heber  James  Beazer,  Beazer,  Alberta 


Kenyon   Vance  Blackmore,   Cardston. 
Alberta. 


Sylvan    George    Derricott    Butler, 
Hillspring,  Alberta. 


Frank  LeRoy  Conlin,  Taber,  Alberta. 


PSfe  m 


Garth    Meldrum  Dahl,    Raymond,  Grant   Leron   Fisher,    Hillspring. 

Alberta.  Alberta. 
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Jesse   Lon    t-ibi.   Ravmnifl     *iberta 


James  Bartlett    Gillette,   Scandia. 
Alberta. 


Glenn   Harding,   T  ber,   Alberta.  Wayne  Grant   Greep,   Raymond, 

Alberta. 


Thomas  Henry  Goetz,   Glenwood, 
Alberta. 


Alan    Duane    Bridge    Harker, 
Magrath.  Alberta. 


Douglas  James  Henderson, 
Vancouver,   B.C. 


Warren    Dale    Heyland,    Claresholm, 
Alberta. 
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John   Randolf   Hicken,    Raymond, 
Alberta. 


Jack  Morns  Holt.  Ravmond,   Alberta 


Dean  Arthur   Hunt.   Picture   Butte, 
Alberta. 


Harold    Folsom   Jensen,    Toronto, 
Ontario. 


Mervin    Arthur    in,, pan],    Raymond. 
Alberta. 


Vaughn    Edward    Hunsaker, 
Lethbridge,   Alberta. 


Clarence    Hunter,    Fort    Macleod, 
Alberta. 


Gerald   Harding   Layton.   Taber, 
Alberta. 
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Norman  Jay  Law,  Magrath,   Alberta,        Melvin    James    Lawlor,    White    Rock 


David    Cheney^LeBaron,    BarnweU,         L'Dean  "McCire?  Lethbfid  Jberta 


Joan  Clara  Mc Arthur,  Kitchener, 
Ontario. 


Milton  Mark   Merril,  Hillspring 
Alberta. 


i         .    ..:  ;\i 

Kriste     Miller,      Magrath,      Alberta,  John  Larry  Nelson,  Glenwood. 

Assoc.     Editor    C.S.M..  Alberta. 
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Robert    Luran   Nelson,  Welling, 
Alberta. 


Keith   Lavar    Orr,    Fort   Macleod. 
Alberta 


Arthur  Jay  Oler.   Stirling,  Alberta 


««»!?» 


•John    Dnane    Ovlatt,    Hartleyvllle, 
Alberta. 


Moyle   H.  Pilling.    Leavitt.   Alberta 


Barry  Tsardon   Pratt,  Bow   Island. 

Alberta.  Virgil  Roger  Schmidt,  Taber,  Alberta 
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Robert   Francis   Scully,    Brandon, 
Manitoba. 


r. 


Carlos   Wood   Smith,    Hillspring 
Alberta. 


Kenneth    Alfred    ^vensen,   Rosemary. 
Alberta. 


James    Hadland    Thomas,   Glenwood. 
Alberta. 


Darryl    Gene    Sherwood.    Lethbrldgc 
Alberta. 


Ray    Melvin    Stevenson,    Raymond. 
Alberta. 


Howard   Robert  Tagg,   C'ardston, 
Alberta. 


Gordon   C.  Valgardson,   Taber, 
Alberta. 
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Paul  James  Vance,  Rosemary, 
Alberta. 


James   Robinson   and 

Jacob  Sorensen  Whitehead, 

Claresholm,  Alberta. 


Ritchie  George  Whitehead, 
Claresholm,    Alberta. 


Willis   Richard    Wright,    Brooks, 
Alberta. 


James    Martin    Webster,   Calgary. 
Alberta. 


Merril  Thomas   Whitehead, 
Claresholm,   Alberta. 


Graham  Ian   Whidden,    Timmins, 
Ontario. 


Arlene     Joyce     Wilkinson.     Calgarj. 
Alberta. 
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Joseph  Ross  Zenip,  Cardston,  Alberta. 


SAILED 

FOR 

HOME 


EDWIN  CORDELL  ORR  re- 
turns to  his  home  in  Lethbridge, 
Alberta,  Canada.  He  served  in 
Cape  Town,  Salisbury,  East  Lon- 
don and  Johannesburg.  He  was 
Supervising  Elder  of  the  West 
Rand  District. 


THERON  CLEON  WRIGHT  re- 
turns to  his  home  in  Cardston, 
Alberta,  Canada.  He  served  in 
Durban,  West  Rand,  Port  Eliza- 
beth and  Cape  Town. 


GEORGE  B.  LYONS  returns  to 
his  home  in  Lethbridge,  Alberta, 
Canada.  He  served  in  Durban, 
Welkom,  West  Rand  and  Pieter- 
maritzburg. 


CALVIN  K.  LYBBERT  returns 
to  his  home  in  Beaver  Crossing, 
Alberta.  He  served  in  the  East 
Rand,  West  Rand,  Durban  and 
Bulawayo.  He  was  Supervising 
Elder  of  the  Southern  Rhodesia 
District. 
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Our  South  African 
Missionaries 


Never  before  in  the  history  of 
the  South  African  Mission  have 
we  had  ten  local  missionaries  serv- 
ing in  the  field  at  one  time. 


We  are  proud  of  these  young 
men  and  women  who  deem  it  such 
an  honour  and  privilege  to  serve 


our    Heavenly    Father 
fellow  countrymen. 


and    then 


Their  example,  I  am  sure,  will 
be  an  inspiration  for  many  of  this 
land,  not  only  to  partake  of  the 
gospel,  but  to  implant  the  desire 
in  other  young  people  to  follow  in 
their  footsteps. 


Donald    Ernest    Harper,    Cape    Town. 
C.P. 


Ilenee  Louise  Hubert,  Cape  Town. 
C.P. 


Margaret    Jean    McGIll,    Koksburg,  Robert    Lloyd    Milne    Bloemfonteln. 

Transvaal.  O.F.S.     ' 
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Antilles  Jan    G.    Naude.    Durban, 
Natal. 


LaVerne  Margaret  Park,  Cape  Town, 
C.P. 


John    Colin    Sclieltema,    Cape    Town, 
Donn   C.  Park,  Cape  Town,   C.P.  C.P. 

Sisters  Natalie  Doreen  Fagan  and  Lavinia  Gertie  Bossie  of  Durban, 
Natal,  were  set  apart  for  Missionary  duties  May  6,  1958. 

Views  of 
Local  Missionaries 

Sister  JbaOerne   lark 


"Good  morning  Madam!  My 
companion  and  I  are  'sales- 
women!" .  .  .  Yes.  that  is  what  I 
am  now,  a  'saleswoman'  .  .  .  buy- 
product  —  Eternal  Life  Assur- 
ance. 

Day  after  day,  my  companion 
and  I  walk  from  door  to  door 
'selling"  to  our  fellow  country- 
men   the    one    and    only    thing 


that  can  bring  them  lasting 
joy  and  peace  ....  The  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ.  And  what 
does  it  cost  our  customers?  Why, 
only  a  listening  ear,  an  open  mind 
and  a  few  moments  of  their  time. 
But  unfortunately,  there  are  so 
few  people  who  are  really  inter- 
ested in  our  message.  The  people 
of  Durban  are  very  friendly  and 
will  stand  on  their  doorstep  and 


Mav.  1958.       CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER 


103 


question  us  and  marvel  at  what 
they  term,  'the  great  sacrifice'  we 
are  making  in  spending  a  year  as 
an  unpaid  missionary,  going  from 
door  to  door  and  meeting  the 
people. 

Is  it  a  sacrifice?  Would  you 
consider  it  a  sacrifice  if  you  were 
called  on  a  mission?  My  Brothers 
and  Sisters,  I  can  testify  to  you 
that  it  is  perhaps  the  greatest 
privilege  that  can  come  to  any 
young  Latter-day  Saint.  I  shall 
be  eternally   grateful  for   this  op- 


portunity I  have  of  taking,  to  my 
fellow  countrymen,  this  gospel 
which  I  know  to  be  true. 

My  only  wish  is  that  a  few  more 
of  our  young  members  will  have 
the  opportunity  to  share  in  this 
wonderful  blessing. 

"Therefore,  O  ye  that  embark  in 
the  service  of  the  Lord,  see  that  ye 
serve  him  with  all  your  heart, 
might,  mind  and  strength,  that  ye 
may  stand  blameless  before  God 
at  the  last  day".  I  hope  and  pray 
that  I   may  reach   this  goat 


bister    J  tan    JYLc  bill 


I  can't  remember  when  the  de- 
sire to  go  on  a  mission  first  came 
to  me  ,but  it  was  long  long  ago 
and  as  the  time  passed,  it  seemed 
as  if  this  desire  would  remain  a 
mere  dream.  Then,  just  over  a 
year  ago,  President  Louw  asked 
me  if  I  would  like  to  go  on  a  mis- 
sion and  for  several  weeks  after 
that  interview,  I  felt  as  if  I  was 
walking  on  air.  For  the  past  nine 
months  I  have  been  very  firmly 
on  the  ground,  walking  up  and 
down  the  hills  of  Cape  Town  and 
Durban,  but  these  nine  months 
have  truly  been  happy  months  for 
me. 

The  gospel  has  always  been  very 
precious  to  me  and  it  is  indeed  a 
privilege  to  be  able  to  take  it  into 
the  homes  of  my  own  countrymen. 
There  is  no  other  people  in  the 
world  to  whom  I  would  rather 
teach  the  gospel  and  in  sharing  it 
with  them,  I  have  come  to  under- 


stand them  better  and  to  love 
them  more. 

Not  the  least  of  being  a  mission- 
ary in  my  own  land  is  the  wonder- 
ful opportunity  we  have  of  work- 
ing with,  and  getting  to  know  the 
members  in  other  branches.  It  is 
wonderful  to  know  that  these 
friendships  can  continue  after  my 
mission  is  over.  I  do  enjoy  work- 
ing in  the  branches  and  am  grate- 
ful for  the  opportunity  afforded 
me,  by  which  I  can  grow  in  know- 
ledge of  the  gospel  and  of  the 
auxiliaries  of  the  church. 

The  Lord  said  that,  "It  becometh 
every  man  who  has  been  warned 
to  warn  his  neighbour".  I  am 
grateful  for  the  opportunity  of 
going  forth  to  do  this  and  it  is  my 
sincere  prayer  that  many  other 
young  South  Africans  may  have 
the  opportunity  to  do  the  same, 
and  I  can  testify  that  by  so  doing, 
great  joy  and  happiness  will  come 
to  them. 


bister    Kenee    Jtuvert 


"There  is  a  way  to  every  human  heart,  and  the  Lord  will  show  you  that 
way  if  you  will  be  humble,  prayerful  and  study  His  holy  word". 

IT  has  been  my  privilege  to  be  called  on  a  mission  in  my  homeland 
It  is  indeed  a  wonderful  thrill  to  me  to  bring  this  glorious  gospel, 
which  has  brought  so  much  joy  and  happiness  into  my  life,  to  my  own 
people,  ...  to  the  people  of  the  land  of  my  inheritance. 

Coming  on  a  mission  provides  one  an  opportunity  to  serve  the  Lord 
morning,  noon  and  night.     You  have  experiences — humbling,  spiritual, 


May.   1958.        CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER 


104 


thrilling,  discouraging,  humorous  —  some  experiences  that  can  never  be 
had  elsewhere  but,  on  a  mission. 

It  is  a  strange  thing  but  since  being  on  a  mission  I  have  realized 
more  than  ever  how  little  I  know.  I  have  really  begun  to  know  myself. 
Indeed,  coming  on  a  mission  is  a  wonderful  opportunity  to  progress,  in 
knowledge  and  wisdom,  to  be  able  to  understand  all  types  of  people,  to 
be  humble,  sincere  and  to  learn  to  appreciate  the  small  things  in  life. 

But  the  greatest  blessing  that  comes  from  being  a  missionary  is  the 
knowledge  —  the  inner  peace  one  gains  when  you  are  serving  the  Lord; 
doing  His  will  when  you  do  it  with  all  your  might,  mind  and  strength. 

Mind  you,  missionary  life  is  far  from  easy.  The  rebuffs  and 
humiliating  experiences,  the  hard,  tiring  life  all  tend  to  discourage  you 
and  it  is  a  fact  that  Satan's  biggest  weapon  is  'discouragement'.  But 
with  the  conviction  you  have,  that  the  message  you  bear  is  true, 
and  the  knowledge  that  the  Lord  is  with  you,  gives  you  the  power  to 
withstand  Satan  and  his  hosts  of  "angels". 

It  is  my  prayer  that  all  young  men  and  women  of  this  land  wjll 
think  more  seriously  about  going  on  a  mission  as  it  is  without  doubt,  one 
of  the  richest  and  most  rewarding  experiences  that  can  be  had  by  any 
young  man  or  woman. 


ktder     Donatd    Jtarper 

WE  often  read  these  lines,  "Men  are  that  they  might  have  joy".    Joy 
is  a  wonderful  feeling  and  it  has  truly  come  to  me  since  I  have 
dedicated  my  time  to  the  Lord.  

I  wish  I  could  share  my  experiences  with  every  young  man  and 
woman  in  the  church.  Each  one  has  given  growth  to  my  testimony  and 
I  am  so  thankful  to  those  who  are  making  it  possible  for  me  to  serve 
the  Lord  and  my  fellowmen. 

The  most  wonderful  blessing  manifest  in  my  mission  thus  far  was 
my  transfer  to  Johannesburg.  Here  I  nave  the  opportunity  to  share  and 
to  teach  the  gospel  to  my  family  and  friends.  To  teach  an  old  friend  the 
gospel  is  truly  a  choice  experience. 

At  this  time  I  desire  to  share  one  thought  with  you,  and  that  is  to 
be  more  tolerant  and  loving  toward  those  who  are  not  of  our  faith.  This 
has  come  to  me  very  forcibly  during  the  past  nine  months.  Certainly  we 
should  share  the  joys  of  the  gospel  with  them  but  most  of  all,  we  should 
be  an  example  in  their  midst.  We  should  follow  the  great  command- 
ment of  our  Lord,  "love  thy  neighbour". 

I  would  like  to  encourage  the  young  people  of  the  mission  to  begin 
preparation  now  to  fulfill  a  mission.  Nothing  in  life  will  give  you 
greater  reward.  Certainly,  you  don't  get  paid  monetarily  for  your 
efforts  but,  "he  who  does  God's  work  receives  God's  pay."  The  blessings 
derived  cannot  be  bought  with  money. 

I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  to  my  companions,  their  wonderful 
example,  those  who  have  been  so  hospitable  towards  me.  both  inside  and 
outside  the  church.  Also  I  bear  my  testimony  that  I  know  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ  to  be  true.  This  testimony  is  priceless  and  only  now  am 
I  beginning  to  realize  its  true  value.  I  know  that  living  the  gospel  is 
the  only  way  we  will  receive  joy.  Perhaps  this  simple  formula  would  be 
fitting:  'J'  is  for  Jesus,  'O'  is  for  others,  and  'Y'  is  for  yourself.  I  pray 
God's  blessings  be  with  you  always. 
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WHEN  we  look  around  us  in  the  world  today,  it  seems  as  if  people 
are  seeking  more  and  more  after  the  earthly  pleasure  of  life  and 
forgetting  the  weightier  spiritual  matters.  Where  do  we  stand  in  this 
social  circle  of  joy  seekers? 

Some  say  it  is  impossible  to  enjoy  oneself  and  stay  faithful  in  the 
gospel  but  this  is  not  true,  for  true  happiness  comes  only  from  adhering 
to  the  principles  of  the  gospel.    Your  life  will  be  what  you  make  it. 

We  as  Latter-day  Saints  live  remarkably  different  lives  from  those 
about  us,  but  we  inevitably  come  into  contact  with  the  outside  world 
in  our  spiritual,  business  and  social  lives.  In  so  doing,  do  we  keep  our 
associations  clean  and  wholesome,  or  do  we  succumb  to  the  temptations 
that  will  tend  to  degrade  us? 

We,  as  a  chosen  peop.e,  have  certain  principles  to  live  up  to,  principles 
upon  which  wonderful  blessings  are  predicated.  Many  people  confess 
Christianity  but  in  reality  are  not  Christ-like  at  all.  We  can  hide 
our  true  selves  from  our  parents,  friends  and  the  church,  but  we  cannot 
hide  ourselves  from  the  vision  of  our  Heavenly  Father. 

'As  a  man  thinketh  so  is  he'.  We  should  remember  as  well,  that  a 
person  is  judged  by  the  friends  with  whom  he  or  she  associates.  Those 
of  us  who  are  as  yet  unmarried  should  particularly  keep  this  in  mind 
and  by  so  doing  keep  ourselves  clean  and  pure  so  that  one  day  when  we 
enter  into  the  marriage  covenant  with  the  one  whom  we  have  chosen 
to  be  our  eternal  partner,  we  may  stand  blameless  before  God. 

Our  Father  in  Heaven  loves  us  and  has  told  and  promised  us,  'I  the 
Lord  am  bound  when  ye  do  what  I  say  but  what  when  ye  do  not  what  I 
say,  ye  have  no  promise' 


('/• 


lAiidries    -Kauai 


MANY  people  of  the  world  are  shackled  spiritually  because  of  hatred, 
greed  and  intolerance.  Even  the  people  of  our  church  cannot 
claim  complete  freedom.  Some  of  us,  at  times,  show  arrogance  and 
intolerance  toward  new  members  of  our  church.  Jesus  taught  love,  not 
intolerance.  He  said  that  we  should  love  our  enemies.  Merely  being  a 
'Mormon'  in  name  does  not  guarantee  a  free  passage  to  heaven.  "Not 
everyone  that  saith  unto  me.  Lord,  Lord,  shall  enter  into  the  kingdom 
of  heaven;  but  he  that  doeth  the  will  of  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven." 

The  greatest  commandment  that  Jesus  gave  to  us  was  to  love  .  .  . 
to  love  everyone,  not  only  the  members  of  our  church.  We  are  supposed 
to  be  keeping  these  commandments.  We  are  supposed  to  be  full  of  love 
and  tolerance,  even  towards  people  who  align  and  persecute  us. 

Saul  of  Tarsus  was  a  terrible  persecutor  of  the  saints,  yet  when  he 
saw  the  light  he  became  the  mighty  Apostle  Paul.  Who  knows  how 
many  such  misguided,  yet  great  souls  there  are  even  in  this  land?  If 
there  are  such  men.  and  if  they  are  to  be  discovered,  and  taught  the 
gospel,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  only  way  to  do  it  will  be  through  the 
exercise  of  love  and  tolerance.    Argument  and  abuse  are  useless! 

My  prayer  is  that  we  all  should  "add  to  our  faith  virtue;  and  to 
virtue  knowledge;  and  to  knowledge  temperance;  and  to  temperance 
patience;  and  to  patience  godliness;  and  to  godliness  brotherly  kindness 
and  to  brotherly  kindness  charity.  For  if  these  things  be  in  you  and 
abound,  they  make  you  that  ye  shall  neither  be  barren  nor  unfruitful 
in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 
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FATHER",  I  asked  at  a  very  young  age,  "Is  there  a  real  purpose  for 
every  man  born  into  this  life?"  My  father  stopped  his  shaving  for 
a  moment  and  looking  at  me,  gave  an  answer  that  I  shall  never  forget. 
He  said,  "My  son,  every  man  has  come  here  for  a  purpose." 

This  answer  became  more  realistic  as  the  years  went  by.  I  took  a 
deep  interest  in  various  subjects  and  contemplated  often  the  purpose  for 
which  I  had  come  to  earth.  I  prayed  over  it  many  times,  and  the  day 
I  decided  to  join  the  church,  the  answer  was  clear: 

„And  now,  behold,  I  say  unto  you,  that  the  things  which  will  be  of  most 
worth  unto  you  will  be  to  declare  repentance  unto  this  people,  that  you  may 
bring  souls  unto  me,  that  you  max  rest  with  them  in  the  kingdom  of  my 
Father."     (Doc.  &  Gov.  15:6). 

The  great  key  to  everlasting  happiness  and  success  in  this  life  is  to 
come  to  a  knowledge  of  good  and  evil  ...  to  embrace  the  good  and  reject 
the  bad.  I  feel  proud  and  honoured  before  God  for  the  privilege  and 
opportunity  I  have  to  be  a  missionary. 

After  spending  several  months  in  the  mission  field,  I  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  it  is  the  best  education  any  person  could  ever  hope 
to  receive  ....  to  come  to  a  knowledge  of  good  and  evil  and  for  develop- 
ment and  progress  of  the  mind,  spirit  and  body. 

A  mission  changes  a  person's  whole  life.  Every  missionary  is  a  rough 
diamond  when  he  enters  the  field,  but  he  is  in  the  hands  of  the  best 
diamond  cutter  known.  As  time  goes  by,  the  beauty  and  brilliance 
comes  forth,  rough  edges  are  cut  off  and  made  smooth.  Beauty  of 
character,  efficiency  in  teaching,  strength  of  personality  and  power  of 
will  begins  to  shine,  forth  in  every  inch  of  him. 

Teaching  my  countrymen  develops  spiritual  growth  in  my  life.  Know- 
ing the  beauty  and  the  saving  principles  of  the  gospel  and  the  light  it 
brought  into  my  own  life,  I  find  great  happiness  in  producing  a  similar 
light  in  a  once  darkened  soul.    This  I  know  to  be  lasting  joy. 

Words  cannot  adequately  express  the  happiness  and  joy  I  am  now 
experiencing  in  serving  my  Father  in  Heaven,  nor  would  they  express 
my  deep  appreciation  and  gratitude  for  the  opportunity  that  has  been 
given  me  to  serve  in  this  capacity.  My  constant  prayer  is  that  I  might 
be  found  worthy  of  this  honourable  calling  and  inspire  other  young  men 
to  follow  in  my  path. 


Continued  from  page  90— WE  ANSWER  YOU 

there  should  be  another  paragraph  of  the  sentence  saying  .  ..  'And  he 
sat  in  the  tent  door  in  the  heat  of  the  day,  and  he  lifted  up  his  eyes  and 
looked  and  lo,  three  men  stood  by  him.'  These  three  men  were  mortals. 
They  had  bodies  and  were  able  to  eat,  to  bathe,  and  sit  and  rest  from 
their  weariness.    Not  one  of  these  three  was  the  Lord." 

Joseph  Fielding  Smith  goes  on  to  explain  that  it  is  natural  for  the 
English  to  translate,  as  in  verse  three  and  say  'My  Lord'  in  referring  to  a 
distinguished  individual.    It  is  an  old  English  custom. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  word  Lord  in  verse  three  is  spelled  with 
one  capital  and  three  small  letters.  In  verses  13,  14,  17-20  the  letters  are 
all  in  capitals  and  that  does  refer  to  "THE  LORD". 

In  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith's  revised  version;  verse  three  reads  as 
follows:  "My  brethren,  if  now  I  have  found  favour  in  your  sight,  pass 
not  away  I  pray  you  from  thy  servant." 
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PRETORIA   BRANCH 

Reported  by  Patricia  Harvey 

The  members  wish  to  convey 
their  deepest  sympathy  to  Sister 
W.  Cooksley  and  family  on  the  loss 
of  her  mother,  Mrs.  Herrington. 

Sister  Kitty  Brotherton  was 
rushed  to  the  hospital  on  11th  April 
for  an  emergency  appendix  opera- 
tion. She  has  made  a  speedy 
recovery. 

Sister  Christine  Rautenbach 
made  a  radiant  bride  on  4th  April. 
She  was  married  to  Mr.  Charl 
Du  Plessis  at  Ramah  chapel. 
Almine  De  Villiers  attended  as 
flower  girl  and  the  Elders  Quartet 
sang,  "The  Lord  is  My  Shepherd." 
Sister  Barbara  Wrench  of  Ramah 
was  in  charge  of  floral  arrange- 
ments and  they  were  outstandingly 
beautiful. 

We  are  very  proud  of  Sister 
Sheila  Bibb  who  is  now  a  golden 
gleaner.  Sister  Bibb  was  presented 
with  the  award  at  District  Confe- 
rence by  President  Fisher. 

A  concert  in  aid  of  the  building 
fund  was  presented  on  Friday  19th 
April.  Members  and  friends  gave 
it  excellent  support  and  a  goodly 
sum  was  raised  for  our  local  fund. 


MOWBRAY  BRANCH 

Reported  by  Beatrice  Smith 
We  all  enjoy  fun  and  we  had 
plenty  on  the  day  of  our  Branch 
Carnival  on  Saturday,  29th  March. 
The  wonderful  weather  was  a  direct 
answer  to  our  prayers  and  at  ten 
a.m.,  we  were  all  in  our  places  wait- 
ing to  serve  our  patrons.  There 
were  stalls  of  drapery,  cakes,  sweets 
and  produce.  Booths  where  ham- 
burgers and  hot  dogs  were  guaran- 
teed to  stay  the  pangs  of  hunger; 
and  an  ice-cream  stall  where 
sundaes  and  other  temptatious  ices 
were  fixed  to  satisfy  the  most  epi- 
curean of  palates.  A  cafeteria 
catered  to  the  needs  of  those  who 
were  in  search  of  lunches  and 
suppers.  A  book  and  record  booth 
'aimed     the     attention     of     most 


everybody.  The  fish-pond  was  not 
idle  for  a  moment  and  our  little 
ones  found  the  results  of  their 
angling  well-worth  the  expenditure 
of  their  sixpences.  There  were 
games  to  attract  the  intelligentsia 
and  those  who  pride  themselves  on 
their  prowess  at  games — and  there 
really  were  prizes  for  nearly  every- 
one. 

Scooter-rides  were  arranged  by 
our  own  "scooter-girl"  and  she 
never  lacked  a  pillion-passenger.  It 
was  a  lovely  day  and  a  happy  one 
and  also  a  great  success,  as  we 
raised  an  amount  exceeding  £270 
towards  our  organ-fund  and  build- 
ing projects.  We  thank  the  Branch 
Presidency  and  all  those  who 
helped  to  make  this  a  memorable 
day. 

We  are  sorry  to  report  that  Sister 
Clarissa  Bibb  has  been  ill  and  is  in 
hospital  again.  Another  Sister  who 
has  had  a  spell  in  hospital  is  Sister 
Carol  Rambling.  We  earnestly  pray 
that  these  Sisters  may  soon  be  re- 
stored to  full  health  again. 

Our  "Birthday  Girl"  of  30th 
March  was  Sister  Holly  Fisher,  and 
a  surprise  party  was  arranged  for 
her  on  the  following  evening.  We 
invaded  "Cumorah"  in  her  absence 
and  got  the  preparations  underway 
—  she  really  was  almost  dumb- 
struck when  she  returned  to  find 
the  crowd  waiting.  If  our  games 
unearthed  any  latent  talent  it  was 
among  the  few  menfolk  present 
who  believe  that  a  good  song  can 
never  be  sung  too  often.  We  only 
hope  that  Sister  Fisher  was  not  too 
disappointed  at  missing  out  on  the 
"show"  that  she  expected  to  see. 
We  are  sure  that  all  members  of 
the  South  African  Mission  join 
with  us  in  wishing  her  "Very  many 
more  happy  returns." 

Sister  Astrid  Steen-Neils~en  has 
gone  overseas.  We  wish  her  a  very 
happy  holiday  and  success  in  all 
that  she  undertakes  over  there. 

Although  several  of  our  mem- 
bers were  away  for  the  long  week- 
end,   our    numbers    did   not    seem 
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less  as  there  were  so  many  visitors 
from  other  branches.  Among  these 
were  Brother  and  Sister  P.  A. 
Milne  from  Bloemfontein,  the  D. 
Billett  family  from  Durban  and  the 
Doller  Brothers  from  Port  Eliza- 
beth. We  are  sure  that  they  en- 
joyed the  beautiful  weather  which 
graced  the  entire  week-end. 

The  M.I. A.  took  advantage  of 
the  "Indian  Summer"  to  hold  a 
beach  party  on  Tuesday  evening, 
8th  April.  The  ladies  packed  eats 
for  two  and  the  menfolk  provided 
the  liquid  refreshment.  The  beach 
at  Llandudno  echoed  with  the 
sounds  of  laughter  and  the  fun  of 
the  games  played.  It  seemed  that 
the  evening  passed  much  too 
quickly  and  the  young  folk  were 
really  reluctant  to  end  off  this  last 
open-air  party  of  the  season. 

Congratulations  to  Brother  Alvin 
and  Sister  Margaret  Park  who  have 
reached  their  silver  wedding  anni- 
versary. May  they  celebrate  many 
more  happy  years  together. 

We  were  pleased  to  have  Sisters 
Susara  and  Sarah  Ferreira  of 
Johannesburg  visiting  our  branch 
while  on  holiday  in  the  Cape. 


PORT   ELIZABETH   BRANCH 

Reported  by  Madge  McHugh 

We  were  happy  to  have  Brother 
Thomas  from  H.M.S.  Lynx  attend 
our  Sunday  evening  services. 

The  Sunday  School  held  a  talent 
night  on  the  29th  and  all  members 
were  asked  to  participate.  Those 
who  did  not,  had  to  pay  a  forfeit. 
There  was  an  excellent  turnout  and 
fun  was  had  by  all. 

Port  Elizabeth  had  a  well  needed 
storm  on  Saturday  nignt.  In  fact 
there  were  two  storms  and  Sunday 
evening  service  had  to  be  given  by 
torchlight  as  the  lights  failed. 

We  welcome  Sister  Arlene 
Morris  who  is  spending  some  time 
in  our  fair  city. 


RAM  AH  BRANCH 

Reported  by  Sylvia  Milne 
On  Friday  21st  March,  a  farewell 
party  was  held  by  Sister  Gloria 
Taylor,  at  Ramah,  for  her  mother 
and  sister  Nola.  It  was  also  Nola's 
21st  birthday.  They  were  each 
presented  with  a  vanity  case  and 
also  given  a  travelling  cheque.  The 
catering  was  excellent  and  the 
evening  was  thoroughly  enjoyed  by 
ail. 

The  beautiful  baby  boy  which 
was  born  to  Brother  and  Sister 
Johann  Brummer,  was  blessed  this 
month.  The  name  given  to  him 
was  Nielen  Eugene. 

We  also  congratulate  Brother  and 
Sister  David  Moore,  who  are  now 
the  proud  parents  of  a  bonny  baby 

girl. 

We  also  had  the  bitter-sweet 
opportunity  this  month  of  saying 
our  farewells  to  Sister  Nola 
Matthews  and  'Ma',  as  Sister 
Matthews  is  so  fondly  known  to  us. 
They  gave  their  farewell  talks, 
after  which  the  choir  sang  "God  Be 
With  You".  President  I.  C.  Louw 
bid  them  'God  Speed',  Sister  Nola 
and  her  mother  will  be  greatly 
missed  by  all  those  who  know  them, 
and  it  is  our  prayer  that  they  may 
someday  return. 
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Ros?  Girls — Left  to  Right — Back  Row:  Wendy  Kelner,  Beverly  Louw, 
Isabel  MacCullum  (Teacher),  Stephanie  Ninow  (President),  Marlene 
Louw     (Spring    Branch    Leader),    Claire    Kendrick     (Activity    Officer), 

June  Muir. 
Left    to     Right — Front    Row:     June    van     Niekerk,     Jean     Hellier,     Jill 

Armstrong. 


On  a  rather  chilly  Easter  Mon- 
day, eleven  well  wrapped  picnicers 
set  out  for  a  day  at  the  'Pines', 
with  what  Brother  Brian  Chater 
called  'a  real  pioneer  spirit'.  Eats 
were  pooled  and  all  had  a  good 
feast.  After  a  swim,  those  who 
felt  energetic  went  for  a  hike,  and 
much  to  their  dismay,  were  caught 
in  a  sudden  downpour  of  rain.  It 
managed  to  dampen  their  clothes 
but  not  their  spirits.  The  outing 
had  been  arranged  by  the  M.I. A. 
and  was  truly  enjoyed. 

At  our  recent  Transvaal  District 
Conference  Brother  Ken  Powrie 
was  appointed  the  new  Transvaal 
District  President.  His  counsellors 
are  Brother  Johann  Brummer  and 
Brother  Daniel  Paterson.  Brother 
I.  C.  Louw  the  former  District 
President  was  appointed  First 
Counsellor  in  the  mission. 

The  days  enjoyment  was  made 
complete  by  an  M.I. A.  fireside 
tableau'  called,  'The  Gospel 
Through  the  Ages'.  It  was  superb. 
Much  time  had  been  spent  in  pre- 
paration and  we  take  this  oppor- 


tunity   to    thank    all    those    who 
helped  to  make  it  so  enjoyable. 

The  Relief  Sociey  had  a  'braai- 
vleis'.  The  attendance  was  terrific 
with  about  120  people  participating. 
There  was  more  than  enough  to  eat 
and  also  a  few  side-shows  which 
gave  us  much  pleasure.  The  money 
raised  is  for  the  nursery  which  we 
plan  to  build. 

The  Rose  Prom  was  a  happy  occa- 
sion for  the  Mia  Maids  of  the  Raman 
and  Springs  Branches  of  the  M.I  A. 
These  young  ladies  spent  hours 
with  the  aid  of  Clair  Kendrick  and 
Isobel  McCullen  in  preparation  for 
the  ball.  During  the  course  of  the 
evening,  a  presentation  was  made 
to  the  Mia  Maids  and  teacher  by 
the  Y.W.M.I.A.  President,  Stephanie 
Ninow.  We  were  then  favoured 
with  a  floor  show  by  four  of  these 
young  ladies,  after  which  Sister 
Powrie  and  Mr.  Ruddf  gave  an  ex- 
hibition of  ballroom  dancing.  The 
evening  was  a  great  social  success, 
enjoyed  by  both  young  and  old. 
Well  done  Mia  Maids,  we  are  look- 
ing forward  to  the  next  Rose  Prom. 
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LUANSHYA  BRANCH 

Reported  by  Jeanne  Charsley 
Our  felicitations  to  Sister  Ria 
Stander  Fourie  and  Mr.  David 
Jansen  on  their  recent  marriage. 
May  the  Lord  bless  them  abun- 
dantly in  their  life  together. 

The  Sunday  School  Easter  pro- 
gramme was  beautifully  presented 
by  the  children  in  the  morning,  and 
this  great  occasion  was  also  cele- 
brated by  a  special  Sacrament  ser- 
vice, in  the  course  of  which  talks 
were  given  by  Sister  Joan  B.  Clarke 
and  Elder  James  Whitehead.  A 
duet  was  sung  by  the  Elders  White- 
head and  a  reading  by  Sister 
Jeanne  Charsley. 

On  Sunday  20th  the  Atkins 
family  from  Broken  Hill  paid  us  a 
very  welcome  visit.  We  wish  to 
congratulate  them  on  the  arrival 
of  a  lovely  daughter,  'Recia  Jean'. 

At  our  Sacrament  service  on  the 
20th,  we  said  farewell  to  the  Fourie 
family  who  are  leaving  for  Brak- 
pan.  We  are  very  sorry  to  lose 
them  and  pray  that  the  Lord  will 
be  with  them  and  bless  them. 


WELKOM  BRANCH 

Reported  by  Hugh  D.  Campbell 

On  Easter  Sunday  the  Welkom 
Branch  put  forward  a  successful 
and  enjoyable  programme.  The 
speakers  were  Sister  Patricia 
Robinson  and  Sister  Susan  Camp- 
bell and  the  scriptural  readers  were. 
Sister  Naomi  Beldon,  Sister  Joyce 
Parkin  and  Brother  William 
Beldon.  In  the  evening  our  two 
speakers  were  Elder  Ray  M. 
Stevensen  and  Brother  Hugh 
Campbell. 

Another  very  happy  event  took 
place  on  Easter  Sunday.  It  was 
the  arrival  of  a  baby  boy  to 
Brother  and  Sister  George  Botha. 
Mother  and  son  are  both  well  but 
Brother  Botha  looks  as  if  he  had  a 
tough  time 

A  very  enjoyable  branch  social 
was  enjoyed  at  the  home  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Campbell  and 
also  a  very  successful  party  was 
given  by  Sister  Winifred  Bricknell 
on  Saturday,  12th  January. 

We  were  very  happy  to  see  the 
H.  D.  Parkin  family  return  safely 
from  their  annual  leave. 


KRUGERSDORP   BRANCH 

Reported  by  M.  M.  Vice 
We  had  a  grand  surprise  during 
our  recent  Transvaal  District 
Conference  when  Brother  C.  K. 
Powrie  was  presented  as  the  new 
District  President.  It  was  a  great 
honour  to  Krugersdorp,  especially 
as  the  Second  Counsellor,  Brother 
Daniel  Paterson,  is  also  a  member 
of  our  branch. 

An  important  and  interesting 
Relief  Society  Meeting  was  held  on 
Tuesday  evening  the  15th  April  in 
the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister 
M.  M.  Vice.  Sister  Holly  Fisher  and 
Sister  Mavis  Louw  were  in  atten- 
dance. Sister  Fisher  demonstrated 
some  very  beautiful  flower  arrange- 
ments. We  are  pleased  to  report 
an  all-time  record  attendance  at 
this  gathering  among  whose  num- 
bers included  dear  Sister  C. 
Paterson  who  is  visiting  from 
Durban. 

On  the  sick  list  this  month  is 
Sister  Theo  Cherrett  and  Sister 
P.  M.  Hamilton  who  have  both 
undergone  serious  operations.  Our 
sincerest  prayers  are  that  these 
dear  sisters  will  be  back  in  our 
midst  very  soon. 


BLOEMFONTEIN  BRANCH 

Reported  by  M.  Spear 

All  auxiliaries  of  the  Bloemfon- 
tein  Branch  are  working  for  the 
same  end  .  .  .  our  own  chapel.  We 
feel  sometimes  that  our  hands  are 
tied  but  we  continue  to  battle. 

A  happy  Easter  was  had  by  all. 
Some  of  the  members  were  away 
for  the  long  week-end.  Brother  and 
Sister  P  .Milne,  accompanied  by  the 
Billett  family  from  Durban  went 
to  Cape  Town  and  the  Harry  Spear 
familv  spent  the  short  holiday  in 
Swaziland  with  Sister  Spear's 
parents. 

We  were  fortunate  in  having 
Maureen  and  Doug  Billet  with  little 
Niel  here  for  two  weeks.  In  a  small 
branch  it  is  always  lovely  having 
new  faces  and  new  voices  in  our 
midst.  Brother  Billett  spoke  to  us 
during  Sacrament  meeting  on  the 
13th. 

Little  Allan  Spear  is  indisposed 
and  we  would  ask  all  Saints  to 
remember  him  in  your  prayers  that 
he  may  speedily  be  restored  to  full 
health. 
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BULAWAYO    BRANCH 

Reported  by  Iris  Fourie 

Several  members  have  been  down 
with  'flu  this  past  month,  we  are 
happy  that  most  of  the  victims 
are  now  well  on  their  way  to  re- 
covery. 

The  M.I. A.  held  a  most  pleasant 
and  enjoyable  sing-song  evening. 
We  are  looking  forward  to  another. 

We  welcome  Brother  David  Ainge 
from  Wales.  May  your  stay  m 
Bulawayo  be  long  and  happy. 

Easter  Monday  the  young  folk 
met  at  the  Milton  sports  grounds 
and  had  a  tough  game  of  baseball, 
finishing  off  with  an  ice-cream 
feast. 


PIETERMARITZBURG    BRANCH 

Reported  by  Joyce  Morrissey 

We  had  a  very  successful  cake 
sale  during  the  month. 

We  welcome  Elders  Clarencs 
Hunter  and  Thomas  Goetz  to  our 
branch.  We  now  have  four  mis- 
sionaries labouring  in  this  district 
for  a  short  time. 

The  members  of  the  branch  spent 
a  lovelv  day  in  the  country  on 
Easier  Monday. 

On  the  17th  Aoril  we  held  a  fire- 
side at  which  President  and  S'ster 
F'sser  we^e  present.  We  showed 
the  film  of  the  Los  Angelos  temple. 
There  were  manv  investigators 
present.  All  enjoyed  the  film  very 
much. 


DURBAN  BRANCH 

Reported  by  Joyce  Wahlburn 
Ou"  District  Conference  was  held 
on  20th  April,  with  President  and 
Sister  Fisher  in  attendance.  Tie 
theme  was  'The  Restoration  of  the 
Gospel'  and  it  was  most  ably 
carried  out  in  both  speech  and 
song. 

On  Saturday  19th  Aoril,  our  fund 
raising  committee,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Brother  Louis  Duncan,  pro- 
duced a  concert  composed  of  local 
professionals.  This  event  was  a 
great  success  .and  realised  just  on 
£50  for  our  missionary  fund.  This 


fund  will  shortly  benefit  from 
another  scheme  on  trial  at  the 
moment.  Each  member  has  been 
given  10/-  and  requested  to  in- 
crease his  talent.  At  the  moment 
individual  efforts  look  very  promis- 
ing. 

The  M.I. A.  Autumn  Party  on  the 
11th  April,  was  a  most  enjoyable 
occasion.  Decorations  on  the  theme 
provided  a  pleasant  background  for 
the  fun  and  games  prepared  for 
those  who  attended. 

On  the  29th  March  our  'M.C.C.' 
Cricketers  played  their  final  ma'ch 
against  the  Customs  team.  Some- 
how, they  didn't  win  on  points,  but 
in  personality  and  sportsmanship 
they  were  tops.  They  have  applied 
for  entrance  to  the  league  and 
will  play  as  a  recognised  team  next 
season. 

Sister  Maria  Van  Coller  has  had 
another  brief  spell  in  the  hospital. 
Sister  A.  S.  Seeward  has  been  out 
of  hospital  and  is  now  in  again. 
Sister  P.  H.  S  Mostert  was  also  a 
patient  for  a  few  days  and  Sister 
Anna  Swanepoel  has  been  far  from 
well  for  some  time  now. 


EAST  RAND 


Reported  by  Ann  Coetzee 

We  are  happy  to  we1  come  back 
Brother  and  Sister  William  Balmer 
after  their  extended  holiday  in 
Durban.  Their  cheerful  faces  and 
tanned  appearance  are  enough 
evidsnce  of  the  wholesome  effects 
of  the  sun  and  sea  air. 

The  birthday  of  the  Relief 
Society  was  celebrated  in  the  form 
of  a  party  at  the  home  of  Brother 
and  Sister  T.  G.  Charlton.  The 
Sisters  put  on  a  small  skit  depict- 
ing the  different  duties  of  the  Re- 
lief Society.  A  large  cake  in 
honour  of  the  occasion  was  the 
main  item  on  the  refreshment  list. 
The  East  Rand  sisters  sincerely  de- 
sire to  do  their  part  in  the  future 
progress  of  this  wonderful  organi- 
zation. 
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